CONTENTS

Introduction ...l 8
A computerised atlas, the product of Franco-Laotian
scientific cooperation .................. ... 8

Statistical, spatial and temporal references of the atlas 9
Technical and methodological bases for statistical

MAPPING oo 9
Chapter 1.
Territory ... 12
Territorial organisation ............................ 14
Relief and settlement ......................... ..., 16
Road network and accessibility —.................... 18
Forest environment — .................. ... 20
Land use and human environment — ................. 22

Manpower by sector and distribution of wealth .. ... 24

Public and foreign investment ..................... 26

Laos in South-East Asia: settlement and demographic
INdicators ... 28

Laos in South-East Asia: crop area and economic
INdicators ... 30

Chapter 2.

Settlement ...l 32

Ethnolinguistic families: Tai-Kadai and Austro-Asiatics 34
Ethnolinguistic families: Miao-Yao and Tibeto-Burman;

religious affiliations ....................... ... 36
Urban population and tenure status — ................ 38
Housing: urban population —........................ 40
Housing: whole population ........................ 42
Spatial structures of settlement and housing ........ 44

Chapter 3.
Population dynamics ........................L 46
Population growth ... 48
Migration balances in the districts and migration flows
in Vientiane municipality (1985-1995) ......... 50
Migration flows in Luangphrabang and Thakhek (1985-
1995) o 52

Migration flows in Savannakhet and Pakse (1985-1995) 54
Migration excluding Vientiane municipality

(1985-1995) . ovviiiii 56
Problems of accessibility due to unexploded ordnance 58

Chapter 4.
Level of education, activity and employment .. ... 60
Household characteristics — ......................... 62
Literacy ... 64
Level of education and economically inactive

population ... 66
Activity and unemployment rates  .................. 68
Manpower by economic sector — .................... 70
Spatial structures of the population .................. 72
Chapter 5.
Agriculture ... 74
Crop systems and manpower in agriculture ......... 76
Rice cultivation ............ ... .. 78
Other food crops —.........coooiiiiiiii 80
Cashcrops ..o 82
Livestock ......... ... 84
Food balances and forestry —........................ 86
Spatial structures of agriculture and livestock ....... 88




Chapter 6.
Industry, mining and energy ..................... 90
Industry ... 92
Agro-processing, textiles and garments ............. 94
Timber and furniture, chemicals and plastics ....... 96
Machinery and vehicles, public works

and construction ... 98
Mining, electricity and water —...................... 100
Supply and consumption of electricity and water ... 102
Spatial structures of industry, mining and energy ... 104
Chapter 7.
Transport, post and telecommunications ......... 106
Road, river and air transport networks .............. 108
Vehicle fleet, river and road traffic ................. 110
Airtraffic ... 112
Postal and telecommunications networks ........... 114
Postal and telephone traffic ........................ 116
Spatial structures of transport, post

and telecommunications  ....................... 118
Chapter 8.
Trade and tourism ............................... 120
Trading businesses and banks ...................... 122

Retail trade: household ownership of durable goods 124
Tourist flows ... 126
Tourist infrastructure and manpower in market services 128
Foreigntrade .............. .. ... .. 130
Spatial structures of trade and tourism

Chapter 9.

Education, health and culture .................... 134
Health infrastructure and manpower in health ...... 136
Manpower in health and education, pre-school
and primary education ......................... 138
Secondary, technical and higher education, and teacher
training ... 140

Culture, manpower in culture and public administration 142

Spatial structures of health and education .......... 144
Chapter 10.
Spatial organisation ............................ .. 146
The territorial entities according to the district
classification ............... ... 146
Identifying eight territorial entities ................. 148
Cultural and natural spatial divisions ............... 150
Historical partitions ...................coooooin... 151
The return of transnational networks in the Indochinese
Peninsula ...l 152
The network of networks ...................... ..., 154
Settlement patterns and accessibility ............... 155
A model of the spatial dynamics of Lao PDR ....... 156
Regional planning perspectives .................. 158
Bibliography ... 159




